FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Saturday / Sunday March 25 & 26, 2017
MASS INTENTIONS
Sat.

Mar. 25- 5pm: †Cornelius McCauley

Sun.

Mar. 26- 7am:
8:30am: Pro populo
10:30am: Magdaleno & Monica,
& Alex Aglibot
12:30pm: †Bruns Grayson

Mon. Mar. 27- 8am: Harry & Betty Garland
6pm: Eric Hoopes
Tues. Mar. 28- 8am: †Cornelius McCauley
6pm: †Rodolfo & Catalino Ponce
Wed. Mar. 29- 8am: John West
6pm: Elisabeth Zeitz
Thu.

Mar. 30- 8am: Fr. William Marshall
12pm: Fr. Karl A.R. Claver

Fri.

Mar. 31- 8am: David Mendez
6pm: Emile & Helen Carles

Sat.

Apr. 1 - 8am: Jonathan Wells
10am: Hunt Bennington
5pm: Joseph Brady, Shannon
Brady

There are Masses still open for intentions on May
27, on June 1, 8, 10, 17, 19,22,24, 25, and 26-30.

Please keep in your prayers….Fr. Stan Zak, Fr.
Bill Marshall; Mary Walker; Alex Porcuna; Lewis
Mullen; Carmel Mahoney; Nancy Duenas; Brad
O’Leary; Elisa Mancarti; Vic and Nancy Miloslavich; Kathryn Rieger; Judy & Louis Delligatti; Rose
Bloom; Stella Lurton; Sue Weber; Laura Montgomery; Sara Zendejas; Rosaline White; Josephine Palacios; Francis Martinez, Mike Rodriguez; Paul Ehrfurth; John Ehrfurth; Lily McWilliams; Anaidel Perezarevalo; Janice Siliger; Robert Martinez, Laverne
Seliger; Eddie Martinez; Sylvester Bell, Keith
Borchers; Arthur Connick; Theresa Kunihira, Lianne
Claver, Paul Oei, Mike Bozzardi, Betty Garland,
John Benish, Diane Kasdan, Michael Quinones.
In Memoriam: †Titus Ekanem, †Cornelius
McCauley, †Jeffrey Garland, †Myrna Lanzar,
†Barbara Shadix, †Virgil Garcia, †Wanda Krawczyk, †Bill Leitao, †Michael Smith, †Eugenia
Hunter, †Ursula Edwards. Requiescant in pace.

Confessions of a Roman Catholic

(continued)

I found the blessed unity I was looking
for. And I found it where I least expected to find it –
in the Roman Catholic Church.
That was not easy to accept, believe me. I hated to think that the church I had been most opposed to
was the church most united in Christ. But I had to be
honest with myself. The spectacle of 825 million
Catholics, three-fifths of all professed Christians, perfectly, indomitably united in belief, in organization,
and in worship – the historical fact that Catholics,
consistently the largest body of Christians in the
world, have always been thus perfectly united – was
evidence I could not ignore. Perhaps I was prejudiced,
but I certainly was not blind.
Here was the unity of the Bible prophecy –
there was no doubt in my mind about that. It had to
be! Nowhere else on the Christian scene was there a
unity nearly so compact, nearly so long-lived. Nowhere else on the Christian scene was there a unity so
obviously permanent.
However, finding the unity of Bible prophecy
did not entirely settle the matter. Just as great as the
problem of finding it, I found, was the problem of embracing it. What about the other aspects of Catholicism, I asked myself. What about Catholic doctrine,
Catholic dogmatism, Catholic authoritarianism. Could
I, in justice to my conscience, set aside my suspicions
concerning those aspects of Catholicism merely for the
sake of the unity of Catholicism?
Those questions posed quite a problem. But I
solved that problem all right. After considerable soul
searching I concluded that unity was indeed a precious
and most important Christian commodity, but right
doctrine and right authority were also precious, also
important, perhaps even more so. Therefore, I should
play it safe: I should preserve the status quo of my religious affiliation, at least for the time being, and get
back to my Bible studies. The prospect of having to
interrupt my Bible studies did not set too well with me
anyway.
That was a wise decision, you will say. But I
say that it was a Providential decision, a God-inspired
decision. For lo, I had no sooner returned to my beloved Scripture studies when along came another revelation, a revelation even more significant than the first
one. Yes, and it was every bit as disturbing.
(By Paul Whitcomb)

MESSAGE FROM FR. GLENN NAGUIT

On behalf of all of us, I’d like to thank Canon
Meney, Abbé Kevin, our altar servers, choir, organist, the Sevillas, Diane Henriksson, Sue Cumbelich, and ever yone who wor ked behind the
scenes to make Cardinal Burke’s visit last weekend
to St. Margaret Mary a success. His Eminence has
blessed and graced us by his presence and by his sermon. Thanks to Canon for brining him to us on the
feast of St. Joseph.
*
As an update on this year’s Bishop’s Appeal,
thus far we have raised $5,787, which is 31.41% of
the goal set for us this year which is $18,424.95. I
would like to thank those who have already pledged
and have contributed to the Appeal. I’d like to encourage those who have yet to do so to please consider . Your continued strong support for our Bishop is
a great help to our Diocese.
*
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
ANNOUNCEMENTS: (continued)
Our Pope St. John Paul II Youth Group and
our candidates this year for the Sacrament of Confirmation ar e on r etr eat this weekend with r etr eat
master Fr. Alexander Castillo. Please pray for them,
for a grace-filled time.
●
St. Margaret Mary’s Young Adult Group for
those in their 20’s and 30’s meets on third Fridays at
7PM in the parish hall. Please join us to discuss interesting topics.
●
The following are dates in our CCD Religious
Education Program:
—March 24-26: Confirmation Year 2 and JPII
Youth Group Retreat
—March 26: CCD classes meet, and first confessions.
—April 2: CCD classes meet
—April 9: CCD classes meet (Palm Sunday)
—April 16: No classes (Easter Sunday)
—April 23: No classes
—May 7: CCD classes meet
—May 14: Final CCD classes
—May 21: First Holy Communion
—June 16: Confirmation rehearsal & confessions
—June 18: Confirmation (10.30am Mass)
●
For our CCD/Religious Education programs,
the classes offered include: Pre-First Communion
(1st grade); First Communion (2nd grade); Post-First

Communion (Grades 3-4); Grades 5 and 6; PreConfirmation, Confirmation, and our St. John Paul II
Youth Group. Please share this notice with others
that may have an interest in Catechism Classes at St.
Margaret Mary Church. Thank you! Contact Valerie
at stmmworks@ymail.com or the parish office
510.482.0596.
●
Thanks to Karen Meltzer, Annalyn Placido,
and Victoria Gay for pr epar ing and ser ving
luncheon to visiting priests for the monthly Holy
Hour For Priests.
We have volunteers to prepare and serve
luncheon through May for visiting priests who come
for the monthly Holy Hour For Priests. But if you’re
interested in helping in the fall, please contact Lily
Mullen. The simple meatless meal can be prepare in
the Hall’s kitchen or at home and brought in; then
served. Get a friend (or two) and sign up for a particular month to do this act of charity towards the
priests of our parish and those who join them for the
morning of recollection. Please contact Lily Mullen:
(925)827-1946 or lily.mullen@gmail.com for more
information, or to put your name on the schedule.
●
To all parents that have a child graduating
from College, High School or Junior High, save the
date for our 3RD Annual Baccalaureate Mass on Saturday, June 3rd, 2017 at 5:00PM. RSVP to

ANNOUNCEMENTS (continued)

The Great Mystery ●

stmmworks@ymail.com.
●
The Parish Library (named after St. Joseph,
Guardian of the Redeemer), located on the stage in Fr.
Kozina Hall will open in April. Our book collection is
amazingly extensive and contains the best in Catholic
books, video and audio.
Before we open, we need parishioners who
would like to give a little of their time on a rotating
basis after the Sunday Mass they regularly attend. Their task will be to assist patrons checking out
materials and to return them to shelves. Training will
be provided. Interested in helping or have questions?
contact Lily Mullen at lily.mullen@gmail.com or
(925)827-1946. To donate books, audio or video,
please contact Lily. We will take all categories of
books. Mark your calendars: Used book sale, June 10
& 11 in Fr. Kozina Hall.

God does not have one law for Holy Rollers
and another for Holy Romans. Even in the natural
order the lover's language is never temporal nor promiscuous. There are only two words in the vocabulary of love: "you" and "always." You, because love
is unique; always, because love is enduring. No one
ever said: "I will love you for two years and six
months." All love songs have the ring of eternity
about them. Love, too, has its sign language. Lovers
often carve their names inside of two interlocked
hearts on an oak tree to express the fixity and permanence of their love. True love "alters not when it alteration finds." Each person has only one heart, and
as he cannot eat his cake and have it, so he cannot
give his heart away and keep it. Jealousy, which has
been instinctively inseparable from the beginnings of
love, is a denial of promiscuity and an affirmation of
unity. Jealousy is nature's vanguard to monogamy.
In the natural order, too, every child has a
fundamental right to a real mother and father. The
flesh and blood originators of life alone can put into
play those spiritual forces which are essential for the
development of the child. Social culture also demands a permanent bond between man and woman,
for no civilization can endure without responsibility
and loyalty to one's trust. When 50 per cent of married couples feel that they can throw overboard
pledged loyalty in order to suit their own pleasure or
convenience, then the hour has struck when citizens
will no longer feel a need to keep their pledges to
America as citizens. Once a citizenry does not feel
bound to the most natural and democratic of all selfgoverning commonwealths, the home, it will not be
long until it ceases to feel bound to a nation. When a
Mrs. White is ready to call herself Mrs. Brown, then
it will only be a short time before Americans will be
calling themselves Soviets. The traitors to the home
today are the traitors to the nation tomorrow. A people who are not loyal to a home will not be loyal to a
flag.
The permanence of the bond is necessary also
for sacrifice. So long as a nation of families learns to
renounce the "mine" in the "ours" of their offspring,
there is strength. The family then becomes a training
school in self-discipline; it crushes egotism for the
sake of the group, as all members learn the supreme
lesson of living with others for the sake of others.

●
If you are interested in becoming part of the
Legion of Mary at St. Mar gar et Mar y, a new gr oup
(praesidium) is being planned. We would like to invite you to join this lay apostolate whose objective is
the sanctification of each of its members through prayer and apostolic work. The Legion is open to all Catholics who have a devotion to Our Blessed Mother.
For more information about the Legion, please call
Tessie de la Paz at (510) 693-1096.
●
Parents who are expecting a child may receive
a special blessing. If you’re pregnant and wish to receive a blessing, please speak to the priest after Mass
for the blessing. Likewise, couples who wish to receive a blessing on their marriage or to renew their
wedding vows may do so at any time of the year: either on their anniversary or on any other special day.
Please approach the priest for the blessing.
●
All parishes and members of the Diocese are
invited to come celebrate the annual Chrism Mass on
Thursday, April 6 at 6:30 pm. Join with us as the chief
shepherd of our Diocese, Bishop Michael Barber, S.J.,
blesses the Oil of the Catechumens and the Oil of the
Sick and consecrates the Sacred Chrism, all of which
are taken back to the parishes for the celebration of the
Sacraments. This year's celebration begins with the
Musical Prelude at 6:30 pm.
We’d like to thank Lynn Suer for representing
St. Margaret Mary by accompanying the sacred Oils
that will be used at our Parish.

(From Three To Get Married by Fulton Sheen)

ANNOUNCEMENTS (continued)

The Value of Obedience

Parishioners, families, employees and members of the Catholic Diocese of Oakland looking to
purchase paint for the protection and beautification
of your home? Did you know that by purchasing
paint through the Kelly Moore Paint Company a portion of your purchase will be gifted back to our
Catholic Diocese? The Kelly Moore Paint Company
is excited to offer a special KM Club Discount for
purchases of quality Kelly Moore Paint at any Kelly
Moore store. A unique Kelly Moore Account has
been set up to allow you to take advantage of our
wholesale pricing on paint and paint related products
saving you time and money. We invite you to visit
any of our stores and ask to use the Diocese of Oakland Parishioners KM Club Account 605-DI4711.
Paint and supplies must be purchased through this
special account to obtain both the discount and the
gift back to the Diocese. When you use the unique
KM Club for your purchases, Kelly Moore will track
the net sales dollars before tax annually and award a
percentage of the sales back to the Diocese in the
form of a rebate check. Your home, parish and
school improvement projects can in this way to contribute to the mission of the Catholic Church in the
East Bay. Thank you for your support!
●

St. John of the Cross has said, “God wants
from us the least degree of obedience and submission,
rather than all the works we desire to offer
Him” (Spiritual Maxims I, 13). Why? Because obedience makes us surrender our own will to adhere to
God’s will as expressed in the orders of our superiors;
and the perfection of charity, as well as the essence of
union with God, consists precisely in the complete
conformity of our will with the divine will. Charity
will be perfect in us when we govern ourselves in
each action—not according to our personal desires
and inclinations—but according to God’s will, conforming our own to His. This is the state of union
with God, for “the soul that has attained complete
conformity and likeness of will (to the divine will), is
totally united to and transformed in God supernaturally” (Ascent of Mt. Carmel II, 5,4).
The will of God is expressed in His commandments, in the precepts of the Church, in the duties of
our state in life; beyond all that, there is still a vast
area for our free choice, where it is not always easy to
know with certitude exactly what God wants of us. In
the voice of obedience, however, the divine will takes
on a clear, precise form; it comes to us openly manifest and we no longer need to fear making a mistake.
Indeed, as St. Paul says, “There is no power but from
God” (Rom. 13: 1), so that by obeying our lawful superiors, we can be certain that we are obeying God.
Jesus Himself, when entrusting to His disciples the
mission of converting the world, said, “He that
heareth you, heareth Me; and he that despiseth you,
despiseth Me” (Lk. 10:16).
He teaches us here that ecclesiastical superiors
represent Him and speak to us in His Name. Furthermore, St. Thomas points out that every lawful authority—even in the natural order, such as the civil and
social spheres—when commanding within the just
limits of its powers manifests the divine will. In this
very sense, the Apostle does not hesitate to say,
“Servants, be obedient to them that are your lords...as
to Christ...doing the will of God from the heart” (Eph.
6:5-6).
One of the greatest obstacles to full conformity
of our will to God’s is our attachment to our own desires and inclinations. Obedience, because it asks us
to be governed by the will of another, is the best way
of accustoming ourselves to renounce our own will, of
detaching us from it, and of making us cling to the
divine will as revealed in the orders of our superiors.
The stricter the form of obedience...the more intense
will its practice be, and the more surely will it make
us conform to the will of God. (From Divine Intimacy by Fr. Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalene, OCD)

The second collection this weekend is for Catholic
Relief Services. The collection for Bishop’s Appeal
totaled $1,262. Next week’s second collection is for
the Building Fund. Thank you for your support!
Weekly update

Mar. 11 & 12

Year-to-Date

Actual - 1st Plate

$4,775

$49,037

Parish Pay 1st
Plate

$1,160

$17,225

Total 1st Plate

$5,935

$66,262

Goal

$6,400

$70,400

Shortfall

(-$465)

(-$4,138)

MUSIC
Organ prelude: vari on St. Flavian, Peeters
Hymns for today: #365 Parce, Domine (recessional)
5pm (Sat.) Heritage Mass, Alstott.
10:30am: Mass for Lent, by Charlotte Ellis
Communion: Stabat Mater, Pergolesi
Organ Postlude: Erhalt uns Herr bei deinem Wort, Buxtehude

INSTITUTE OF CHRIST THE KING SOVEREIGN PRIEST
DIOCESAN APPROVED TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS APOSTOLATE
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MOTU PROPRIO, SUMMORUM PONTIFICUM

IN THE DIOCESE OF OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

Fo ur th S und a y o f L e n t ( L a et a r e S u n d a y )
M a rc h 2 6 , 20 1 7
HISTORICAL VISIT OF HIS EMINENCE
RAYMOND LEO CARDINAL BURKE

